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,1[leneVer dr3.mtic events ;-9 relived a..; ter the m.YI'ZITI nt 

o~· time J we usually "'ind a vil1 i n and ::l hero in r." cast d. 

the reenactment . In f ct , "he recaling of any sncil"nt drama 

~eems to lo~e eome~hin~ unles~ ~e can il entify +h for'es of 

evil ~nd the f~rc€~ of oDd . 

As you know , this ~e::lson is i SOIt of seaso~ of all s asons 

for thO!;9 who call them. elves Chri dl1n. ~h!' )ageant of +.he 

firft Christmas is reelayed each "ear with visions of a day 

lon~ ~go when the draa little village of dethlehem was color

ed by be~s of ~~ight hope brought by tne Christ Child. The 

tOl.'n was tense 'ittl aogrT people who wer'] forced to sign the 

tax rolls . Alt~ough we Lalk a lot about the impact of 

Christmas, +,0 0 quit.e frank, the birth of this bab idn't at 

first change the world too much. The~e sep-ned ~o oe ~nly ~ few 

people who were aw8.!'f!' of th inn r drama, anj ther wet"en't 

too clear about it~ ~aaning. I i~ag_ne , that ~hougn we lo~k 

back ~ith awe , tn~t the birth was ~;ther inconsequ ntial r'r 

Bethlehem that night . 

Jut our yearly recollection of the Christmas dr~a brings 

to )ur thougn"~ '/i1l1an~ and good gUY5 •.lero i" per laps the 

)rime villian , but there w~s anoth r villi~n .• the man who 

s'lid ~;c , then re.S - thf? in:t :C~eper . l1h,; gospel writers wpr"" 

not critical o~ 1i~, n ct the treat .i~ as incid n~al t 

he story . 



L t us look at 1 w t s kl1dn 8 t not abs:ll 
:>.

fro close ~crutiny . ~or viewed obj cti 17, innkee r 

OP.CO!llel" 

1 . a symbol o~ the rr~ilt ~r uman in 1 rep 't'!38n ,at•.! e 

of all tho .. who ompro!"lis witl'l :loin the ri ht tr.ings . 

1"'.lid : " re i no room in h inn" rhen he eaid : 

·'.!-.~re i roo in ,he at If't'' • II he was prot:lt pe of 

0. n innkeepers 1 WJl.Il know ',h t the "no vacancy" sign 

is a ...ov r . o or i~1.k ep -. lS 1y hav han ... ul of r~om1" 

for reat r en e~ or spe.ial r- , u , of"S' 
COUTS J the littl town was ~v rflowing with ~opl .. and Jos

eph L"ld " ~y lla to "~v' 51"w1·· , so' they arrived late . 

~o hie c ~it the 10nkeepe- said YtS after ~a~n ~ ut 

if he ae ted ::n"e ")051t V€ 1 c)ul hav ::>n bett r . 

For example he could ~v no~ed ,, ' 5 condition 0 sarn 

or he ale roo occupants . )urely h waul h~v found )0" 

wi+ +ne nee e ar;\.' ompass~ on to gi e !-' hi OOlll . tn 

in~kee r c uLJ ha e iven her his own room . 

inste d , • ,h: t ny have done thr"" t.18 nturie- . 

I J ol ' enough + 1v hi,; onscienc ... . A" e rs:m I , 

0 h "i- t hi , JP 0 p:Jint . vr we ill o wtr ... 18 

~i , if ar f'Jr"e +~o • .IT' well '0 n ri h if it doesn ' t 

cv, '" k A t tng or in' :J1'1 us perEoOl'l.lly . LP.t U!!I recognize 

t.he pOl 1 + lt that ~e of n be ve lik inn:eeeper . 



2. 7he innkeep r i elso ~epr sect ~i p of o~e w 0 

::1 
ba e t'" lr :Ie iston al UL h.ll'l"..an 1n~ra ion ir. ~ J.rj Q 

el -s rath~ t an h~~n need . Now, "r .;ourse , th~ worl," has 

not chan ed in this ..espect . Jo!eph and M..ry were very poor , 

anc.. thiOQ' prooab " was an lnex'~n9ive oul . ank 

h~ t Ken hi pregnant wi~ to a hi. class establiS'. nt. , 

strong fill fort w have oeo ade o reorde~ t lng . a 

rran of ealth d co~ to the ~al e inn, the innl epe~ w~u~ 

have been so flatterQd , he ould have made every ef~ort to 

work out s meth1ng ••be~ij ~ n etable . In raet W III h ve 

taken a lo~ o~ pride 1n the fact tha~ it ~as likel~ that a 

prince w ulo be brrn 1n his es~ olisnment . 

it wasn ' t t a. w l'Jhen ~ar aOC: ,iose h care . ~he ~r.:. -

keeper wa~ not. ba~ ~ , yet h was no truly o?d in way 

uod xpeet5 hi ct-.1lC'ren t,J e . ... ....ite in e~nt.r"'3t t ".8 1nr,

kea}Jers la5~ attitade tow'U"d his >arente: , Je~us _lad no r 

ar uring his lif time of ela~s ~nd c ste ....he first r 

or. E: to hUc"ll:'!nleed. .. gav +.,hp s.l....e t ntton t he WO:1aD 

,r t str ats as ~e i the L~p~rtar. 1c~cenus . ~n ract , it 

thl one aspect of Je us l way f 1 in th~n wh1~h c ....se 

a mu~ t·ou Ie a anv other . 

A 81.n , 1 t. us "ee gn.i.z that we ve i i nnk pr 

ott ~g • •• ~d their ·~c 11 vel . 

, so _etll"'eSf'nts rhose who unkr.o·" ..nt; 

pre-o~ "'upied i +,h~ , " use e '. 



r. ~ 

th Lin.:;c. of this 11 • ~y unkno , ly e " i 0.1 
'I 

n ('a1.- t.) CIa h t +hi "an " ad 
, ... ow tr.' on , 

0' int.o '-'1 E'!::tabU~u" nt . ~n II; t is just the point . Ha 

h known th irc\';"'!' t nees , wo wo~ld have re~ct d dirf rently . 

.n on of par bl ells .) r ...ch mBf'"I who dl :Id"' 
ent o uell. .rel'!. h th "I h ane i. ut • if 

on waul tell hi -0 h r I f" of 'I e ' e trae desigJ'\ , woul 

the l'!l.istak~ he e . I"~ 

.n t b true , ut th~t i~ :101 the life work . .f 

JO_ e-e to udibly call I.lS by nar-e and tell us "I- will at 

v r )oir. o. d~cision , if oul )~ ea5il CO'~ J"t 

then it wou.ld hay no cal J 
., . , oul be o"erly i'lflu

by th divi 

1 ~t ~o live by th hin threaa of faith n omm.i t n to 

th -., eve to s with , we have • 0 

ittl . I tlrU 1 11 r~ore an r -~ 1 i witr. 

oln thi:'1 , w b -, bli:l e to these hlng. d de #' nE'd 

0 vol" 
.In .ne tr .h 0' t I- tor , 1Jl\ t • ut 0 our .h, 

t •I. th esuc: Is 1. y 10 king or 0 18 look~n 0 

b nrn 11 .n ~ C~l event 0 our liv o . I., y i he voe 
ion loIhe e sue 1. ,Jrn into he callin . appy I the o r -

son where u. i born into hi m cr oic s . .is • orr 

say "!)on I t 0 rf - OCCU i ' i ',. Y t h , Jcpus 

I,,; nit 0 in "ltllat.i. r '1 • 
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• 	e innk i , t. en rt.S , it V81=- not t be. 
.>

.s 

t 1: )1.. ab .' :m" man who 1 • - irtto hi. ,. a" 

one I".~is" s everal ars Ci.go . • t by A k 1 • 
ni d thodi n1 r . 

, 
 t u i a revi ' I1Ie ti r 

• 'n ch ".,. , and tt- we • 
01 " air thr -~ tt~ l' e or - "1.1 . '> 

fb tk 
p th .ni t r .01 the vi it ... ng - act e~~ that h h a 

• 1 , b a • I'?,.. + ..' tial . , e h rt -

r In e • e c t pre .~il)i.l ... hri • 6 , 

the e> pl town 

chi1 j . :ld 0 'or • n s , )f 1" 
::.h ... l r n we e., • i ed tha v w It 1M heir • eo in 

'.:lthe~ . 

·it.. re t .o:r f _1y r lr" h 1 • 
rro ) 11 f a~he" . Ir an ni e' y 

t: O:lt\ f -h - ja. co • .hrl ti n about thr e 

w ",k" b r 

So U- ske t p Jut t run' • Put 

a' 
, • r . tol -eru 1; t no Iv 

gat r d 1. f 11 oOU 
, r - b' • ing 

thir 1 i ith is. 1.11 1 Dor ge nd 1:1 de ua c 

1n n e . 

a nell"1 .. ti u S ••. w walk hru h 
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